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FOR DETAILS & YOUR NEAREST INSTALLER:

NOW’S THE TIME
TO BUY YOUR
HEAT PUMP!
Choose your Fujitsu heat pump before December

31st, and you’ll pay no interest for 18 months*.

This offer covers all Fujitsu Hi-walls, Floor

Consoles, Nocrias – all our heat pumps

except cassettes and ducted systems.

Our Interest Free finance scheme is

just what it says, Interest Free - no

catch, no ties. You simply pay 18

equal monthly installments, which

total no more than the cash price of

your purchase, with a $50 booking

fee (and buying in summer means

you will pay the best cash price too).

The Hot Floor Consoles.
Perfect for the coldest southern winters.
All include the latest Fujitsu technology.

The Brilliant Premier.
Powerful heating, superb energy

efficiency, very quiet, clean air filters.

The Amazing Nocria.
The super energy efficient
model even cleans itself!

The Healthy Plasma Filter.
Collects house dust, pollen, dust mites, in fact most

allergens, to give you a healthier environment.

Fujitsu is approved by
Asthma New Zealand

INTEREST
FOR 18 MONTHS*

%

*Normal credit criteria and $50 booking fee apply. Offer ends 31/12/2009. 18 months interest free. Not available with any other offer.
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A few months ago, we announced we were closing BNZ stores and offices for one day to work on projects 

nominated by our communities. Last Wednesday we did it. But we couldn’t have done it without the amazing 

support we received from all over New Zealand. We received 858 submissions, and managed to help out with 

over 500 of them, including painting the outside of Kairanga School’s Cultural Learning Centre. So to all the 

groups that submitted an idea, everyone who helped out, plus each and every BNZ customer for doing without 

their BNZ store being open for the day, thank you. We couldn’t have done it without you.

See photos and stories from all the projects as they’re added to closedforgood.org

Thank you
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Surgeons
fight ACC’s
downgrade
proposals
Plan to change how ACC buys elective surgery follows rising costs.

By Janine Rankin
janine.rankin@msl.co.nz

Sounding board:
Labour’s health
spokeswoman
Ruth Dyson met
with surgeons at
Palmerston North’s
Aorangi Hospital
this week.

PALMERSTON North orthopaedic
surgeons are fighting proposed
ACC changes that could down-
grade specialist health services in
favour of centres of excellence at
six national hospitals.

‘‘It would be taking apart a local
system that provides an effective,
efficient orthopaedic service for
the great majority of conditions,’’
said surgeon David Brougham.

The ACC plan to change the way
it buys elective surgery is set on a
background of more claims and
even greater increases in its costs.

Under the changes some complex
back and shoulder operations
would no longer be offered under
ACC in Palmerston North. Patients
would have to go to Dunedin,
Christchurch, Wellington, Hamil-
ton, Tauranga or Auckland for
those ‘‘red list’’ procedures.

Mr Brougham said it was not
clear what surgeries would be
transferred. The fear was that the
list would grow once the decision
was made. He said surgeons would
start to refuse to see patients
whose condition could possibly
lead to a procedure they were no
longer allowed to carry out here,
and they would be less likely to be
involved in their follow-up care.

‘‘We refer small numbers to
other centres at the moment if
that’s the best treatment option,
and it suits the patient, and are
happy to provide follow-up when
they return. But I believe in a
holistic approach, and most people
are more relaxed in their own
surroundings, and that’s important
to their recovery.’’

The surgeons’ worries are
echoed by Aorangi Hospital, which
holds the ACC contract for elective

work in Palmerston North. Acute
surgery only is done for ACC at the
city’s public hospital.

Aorangi chairman Jim Jefferies
said although it seemed the
numbers of operations affected
would be small initially, it was
important to act now because there
was potential to undermine Palm-
erston North’s ability to attract
and retain specialist surgeons and
support health care workers.

‘‘We’re concerned about the
wider implications of missing out
on being a centre of excellence.’’

Mr Jefferies said if the city lost
that status, it stood to lose its
surgeons, which would hurt the
public hospital as well, and the
domino effect would be that even
more people would have to travel
for operations.

MidCentral Health has sup-
ported Aorangi’s submission to
ACC because of the risks it posed
to Palmerston North Hospital’s
ability to provide a high level of
services and expertise.

Manawatu structures win awards

Palmerston North City Square: Designed by CCM Architects Ltd, won in the urban design category and
was hailed for revitalising the city centre. Judges said the architects had successfully handled myriad
complex issues, including the historic nature of the area and a host of underground services that run under
the square.

Central Normal School Hall: The school hall, designed by Proarch Architects, was also a winner in the public
architecture category. Judges said that with good lighting and ample storage, on a limited budget, the
building had enhanced the community spirit.

Palmerston North Courthouse: The Palmerston North Courthouse redevelopment, designed by Opus
Architecture, was honoured in public architecture as a successful response to a challenging project and a
sensitive treatment of the original building.

Manfeild Race Circuit Race Control Building And Corporate Suites: Judges said this building ‘‘works on
every level’’ as it was simple and practical yet redefined in its detailing. Both of the Manfeild buildings were
designed by Campbell and Shadbolt Architects. Manfeild chief executive Heather Verry is ‘‘delighted’’ at the
double success. Photo: WARWICK SMITH

By Jessica Sutton
jessica.sutton@msl.co.nz

MANAWATU has claimed five
awards at the 2009 Western Archi-
tecture Awards.

Palmerston North’s city square,

courthouse, Central Normal School
hall and the Manfeild events and
race facilities won awards last
night, as part of the annual New
Zealand Architect Awards.

New Plymouth architect Jim
Elliott, convener of the judging

panel, said the standard had been
high, with entries ranging from a
kitchen redesign to a vast events
centre, all displaying the import-
ance of good architecture.

Having gained regional awards,
all buildings are eligible for the

next tier of the awards programme,
the New Zealand Architecture
Awards, to be announced in April
2010.

■ Horowhenua District Council
in Levin, won in the residential
architecture-multiple housing,

with judges praising the building
as setting a new benchmark for
amenities and overall quality.

■ The awards programme is
organised and run by the New
Zealand Institute of Architects and
supported by Resene.

Missing girl found safe
MISSING Christchurch girl Ashleigh Sehnert has
been found safe. The 14-year-old Linwood College
pupil, who lives in St Albans, left home to go to a
nearby dairy last Sunday and did not return, sparking
concerns for her safety. Police found her at a friend’s
home in Christchurch yesterday. Fairfax
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